














Sweet Home 
Alabama

FEBRUARY
The city of Mobile parties hard with a 
Mardi Gras Festival that is claimed to 
be longer-established than its bigger, 
more-famous counterpart in New 
Orleans.

MARCH-APRIL
The Azalea Trail Festival is a movable 
event depending on when the blooms 
are at their peak.

APRIL 
The Interstate Mullet Toss fi sh throwing 
event is staged at the Flora-Bama Bar 
and Lounge which sits on the Alabama-
Florida line on the Gulf Coast.

MAY 
Huntsville hosts the Whistle Stop Festival 
and Rocket City BBQ Festival - a giant 
‘cook off’ where prizes are awarded for 
the best grilled and smoked chicken, 
pork, beef and dessert – at Historic 
Huntsville Depot

JUNE 
In 2008 the town of Enterprise is the fi rst 
host of the BajaJam Music and Arts 
Festival.

JUNE 
The City Stages music festival presents 
150 performances on 10 stages in and 
around downtown Birmingham.

JULY 
Tens of thousands fl ock to the annual W 
C Handy Music Festival at various 
venues in the Muscle Shoals area.

AUGUST
The Thunder on the Gulf powerboat 
race series is at various venues.

SEPTEMBER 
Inspired by the Sundance Film Festival, 
the Sidewalk Moving Picture Festival 
shows around 200 fi lms at venues 
around Birmingham.

SEPTEMBER 
Huntsville’s Big Spring Jam Festival is 
one of the largest music festivals staged 
in the southeastern US.

OCTOBER
The National Shrimp Festival is held at 
Gulf Shores.

08  Sweet Home Alabama

Cath Pusey of US specialist America As 
You Like It is a recent visitor to Ala-
bama. She said: “I really enjoyed my 

time in Alabama, especially the people 

I met. Quirky is a good word for them – 

they are so laid back they are almost 

horizontal.

“They seem to have all the time in the 

world – no hurry and hustle – and they 

genuinely want to chat. It is an 

off-the-beaten-track and offbeat 

destination to add to neighbouring 

Southern states. I would love to sell 

more because it deserves it.”

 

Bon Voyage Sales Manager Karen 
Niven said it is the people which make 
a trip to Alabama so worthwhile. She 

said: “The main thing that struck me 

was that the people are so mega-

friendly. They are charming and it 

seems as if time means nothing to 

them. I found them so helpful.

“It is a lovely state especially the golf 

courses with the luxurious spas for 

partners to enjoy.” Among Bon 

Voyage’s products are music tours 

within Alabama plus combinations of 

the state with its neighbours.”

Charming, friendly 
and helpful

Alabama Bureau of Tourism 
Venessa Alexander 
Tel: 020 8339 6122   Fax: 020 8339 6001 
Link House, 140 The Broadway, Tolworth, 
Surrey KT6 7JE
Email: venessa@globaltravelmarketing.org
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fast facts:
Alabama’s state bird is the 

Yellowhammer 

Holidays to Alabama can be booked through most UK tour operators

did you know: 
Alabama has twice produced the fastest 

man on Earth.  Jesse Owens from Oakville 

won Olympic gold in 1936 and more than 

50 years later Birmingham-born Carl Lewis 

became  the 100 metres world record holder

look out for: 
Great shopping – Malls, gallerias, factory outlets 

and discount stores are found across the state. The 

famous Unclaimed Baggage Center in Scottsboro 

sells travellers’ unclaimed luggage and carry-ons!

www.alabama.travel

Contact Details: 

The peaceful solitude of Decatur Wheeler Lake

Top Events in Alabama
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